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July 29, 1994

94-209
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
PRINGLE REMEMBERED

CHARLESTON -- Illinois educators this week remembered their long-time
colleague Robert A. Pringle, who died Saturday, July 23 in Winslow, Arizona.
Pringle was a 26-year veteran of Illinois public higher education, having
served as vice chancellor for academic affairs at the Board of Governors Universities (BGU) since 1972.
He initiated and developed the non-traditional Board of Governors Bachelor
of Arts degree program for working adults, which has graduated more than 11,000
adults since its inception.
BGU Chancellor Thomas D. Layzell said that Pringle will be sorely missed.
"Bob Pringle was my friend and colleague for 26 years. He was tireless in his
efforts to improve Illinois higher education. He initiated numerous programs,
including the Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program and the Academic Program Review, which have provided benefits for Illinois citizens that will
continue for years," said Layzell.
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Eastern Illinois University President David Jorns echoed Layzell's sentiments:
"Bob Pringle was a distinguished educator and a fine man. He had a very significant and positive impact on the lives of many thousands of students during his
tenure with the Board of Governors. He will be missed by all of us both as a friend
and talented colleague."
Barbara Hill, provost and vice president for academic affairs at Eastern, said,
"I knew Bob Pringle as a friend who genuinely cared about the well-being of his
colleagues and as a professional who expected much of himself and others while
striving for excellence in higher education.

II

Pringle was also a special friend and mentor to Kaye Woodward, director of
the Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program at Eastern. "Bob Pringle
was a man of great vision. He was passionately committed to making higher
education available to all persons. There are many adults in this state and across
this nation, who are achieving better lives for themselves and their families
because of his unceasing efforts. He will be greatly missed by the staff of the
Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program.

II

Pringle, a former high school teacher and principal, served as associate
director for operating budgets at the Illinois Board of Higher Education before
joining the BGU staff in 1972. Prior to returning to Illinois, he was responsible for
the higher education construction program in New Mexico.
A Waukegan native, Pringle earned a bachelor's degree from Lake Forest
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College and master's and doctorate degrees from the University of Illinois in
Urbana.
He is survived by his wife, Marla, and two sons: Robert, Jr. and Nelson
Pringle.
The funeral will be at 10:30 a.m. Saturday (July 30) at Boardman-Smith
Funeral Chapel, Springfield. Burial will be at Mt. Olive Cemetery, Mayview.
The Robert A. Pringle Memorial Scholarship Fund has been established to
support non-traditional adult students enrolled at the Board of Governors Universities. Contributions can be made as follows: Chancellor's Office, Board of Governors Universities, c/o Carol Lanning, 700 E. Adams, Suite 200, Springfield, IL
62701.
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